Regulation of adhesion and motility in B lymphocytes.
During the differentiation process of B lymphocytes, they go through changes in adhesion and motility. In order to investigate the molecular mechanism of such changes, in vitro culture systems are necessary. When B cells are activated by various stimuli, they form different types of homotypic aggregates. In addition, they might also spread and express microvilli and/or become polarized, the latter being a sign of motility. In this review, we summarize our own research in this area. We give evidence for involvement of different adhesion and signalling molecules, and by the end, we speculate on the in vivo significance of our findings.